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ciiapter tion is far more calculated to enhance the value of
"5TVT
___"   Dominion representation than would be an effort to
remain aloof. No Dominion can seriously compare as
yet with the United Kingdom as a great force in inter-
national politics.
Where the Dominions do not care to be represented,
they may use British diplomatic machinery. This can
be done through the Foreign Office or direct by re-
quests to the legations and embassies. In the latter case
the British representative is now permitted, in accord-
ance with the request of the Dominions at the Imperial
Conference of 1930, to act without prior authorisation
from the Foreign Secretary in matters of routine
character and minor importance. In other issues3 and
of course where the proposed action seems to affect
British interests, he must take the instructions of the
Foreign Office, to which he is responsible for due safe-
guarding of the primary duty of securing British
interests. But the legations and the consular service are
under clear instructions to assist as far as possible
Dominions in their political and economic interests.
(3) The most formal, if not necessarily the most im-
portant, part of the duties of Dominion representatives
abroad is to negotiate and conclude treaties. The mode
of procedure intliese cases has already been indicated.
The normal course is to use Foreign Office machinery,,
and to secure a full power to sign from the King under
the Great Seal of the Realm, but in the case of the
Free State the Irish seal is used. Ratification is ex-
pressed in like manner, either by the King with the use
of the Great Seal or by His Majesty with the use of
the Irish seal. But in either case the responsibility for
advising ratification is the same, and rests on the